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Sermon on the Mount – A Christian’s Prayer: 
Part 2: Adoration and Petition 

In continuing our study on the Lord’s Prayer, we now consider the six petitions that our Lord teaches for us to follow.  The petitions parallel 
the structure of the Ten Commandments, where our relationship to God is first and foremost, followed by our relationship to man.  The first 
three petitions pertain to God’s name, God’s kingdom, and God’s will, with the last three pertaining to our daily bread, our debts, and our 
deliverance from evil.  As we consider the six petitions in detail, let us concern ourselves first with God in worship and adoration before our 
own petitions. 

“Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy him forever” – Westminster Catechism 

Read Matt 6:9-15 

Adoration (v.9-10) 

1. In the first petition (v.9), what does it mean that God’s name be “hallowed”?  Does your daily life hallow the name of God? 
- A person’s name is closely related to what he is 
- That God’s name be glorified, honored, revered, sanctified, considered holy 
- A prayer to God that His name would be hallowed is asking God to hallow His own name.  The fulfillment of this prayer is that we 

would hallow God’s name and we as followers of Christ along with all mankind would reverence the name of God, glorify His name. 
- Does your daily life hallow the name of God?  Are you bringing honor to His name? 

o Do you use the name of God or Jesus in oaths, or expressions of surprise or anger, or in connection with jokes? 
o Do you use “OMG” in facebook or in your texting? 
o Does your daily life bring glory and honour to God? 

 
2. Recall from previous studies what the Kingdom of God is and why should we pray for its arrival as stated in the second petition (v.10)? 

- Kingdom of God is really the reign of God. The law and rule of God 
o Kingdom has already come – when Jesus Christ was here 

 “the kingdom of God is in the midst of you” – Lk. 17:20-21 
o The kingdom of God is here now 

 In the hearts and lives of all who submit to Christ and believe in Him 
 Christ reigns in the lives of Christians and the Church 
 The Kingdom Parables (Matthew 13) 

 v.13:38 – “The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom.  The weeds are the sons of 
the evil one” 

 v. 41 – “The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and 
all law-breakers” 

 v.47-50 – “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of 
every kind.  When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into vessels but 
threw away the bad.  So it will be at the close of the age.  The angels will come out and separate the evil 
from the righteous, and throw them into the furnace of fire.” 

o The Kingdom of God is yet to come 
 When our Lord returns 
 Parable of the Ten Minas – Lk. 19:11-27 

 v.12 – “… A nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and then return” 
o The kingdom is both present and future; fulfilled in Jesus Christ but not consummated until his return 

- Why should we pray for his kingdom to come? 
o The kingdom of God should be extended in our own hearts 

 It is to this extent that we worship Him, surrender ourselves to Him, and follow Him 
 Is God reigning over your entire life? 

o We should have a longing and desire for Kingdom of God to come into the hearts of all men and women 
 That unbelievers would come to know Christ and that the kingdom of God would reign in their lives 
 It is missional that we pray that His kingdom come 

o Pray for the return of our Lord 
 Matt. 6:33 – “seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” 
 2 Pe. 3”12 – “looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God” 
 Are we sincere in praying that “Thy kingdom come”? 
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 I can imagine that Christians who have gone through or are going through suffering and persecution pray this 
prayer quite differently from you and I 

 Do we really hunger for the Kingdom of God to come in all its glory or are okay with its coming so long as it is after 
we have completed our degrees, found that special someone, or succeeded in our careers? 

 
3. In the third petition (v.10), what does “your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” mean and what responsibilities do we have 

in praying this prayer? 
- That the will of God as it is perfectly done in heaven be done on earth – obedience, order, pleasure 

o As the result of the second petition that the kingdom of God has come, the will of God will then be done on earth.  This is 
the ultimate fulfillment. 

o For those who already belong to the Kingdom of God, we have an obligation to fulfill God’s will here on earth 
- Our responsibility 

o That we learn as much as we can about the will of God, for how are we to fulfill His will if we do not know what it is? 
o Secondly, that we actually obey His will by the grace of God 

 
Do you worship and adore God in your prayers?  Do you seek first his kingdom and his righteousness?  As our Lord has taught us here in the 
beginning of the Lord’s Prayer, our desires and longings should be the desire for God’s glory and honour.  For in whatever we do, we are to 
“do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor.10:31). 
 

Petitions (v.11-15) 
 

4. The fourth petition (v.11) is concerning ourselves; “give us this day our daily bread”.  What is the significance of this prayer? 
(Prov. 30:8-9) 

- Give 
o Does not deny that most people will have to work to earn their own living 

 2 Thess. 3:10 – “…If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat.” 
o A sign of dependence on God who uses human means to accomplish his purposes 

- Daily – “epiousios” (ep-ee-oo'-see-os) - adjective meaning “of the day that is coming” or “the following day” 
o If you pray in the morning, then it would be for this day 
o If you pray at night then it is for the next day 
o In the time of Christ, workers typically received their pay daily and was usually so low that it was only enough for the needs 

of the day let alone for saving 
o Also, the society was mostly agrarian.  A bad crop could be disastrous 
o So give us our daily bread was to trust fully in God to meet their daily physical needs 

- Bread  
o Prov. 30:8-9 

 Prayer for necessities, not luxuries – contrary to the prosperity gospel that is preached these days 
o Meant to cover all our material needs not just physical needs 

- Considering this request in light of the previous 3 petitions, is it not amazing that the infinite and eternal God, the Creator and 
sustainer of all things, should look upon you and consider your needs? 
 

5. The fifth petition (v.12) begins with “forgive us our debts”.  How would you respond to the Christian who feels that there is no 
need to pray for forgiveness as we have already been forgiven by the work of our Lord Jesus Christ on the cross?  (Jn. 13:6-11) 

- The passage here is not dealing with justification 
- Remember that the person that is praying this prayer is someone who has the right to say “Our Father”.  Someone who is already in 

Christ.  Someone who is already a child of God. 
- Jn. 13:6-11 

o v.10 – “The one who has bathed does not need to wash…”  
 There is only one washing of the entire person – that is our justification 

o V. 10 – “…except for his feet…” 
 But having been justified and as we live out our lives in this world, as we rub shoulders with the world around us, 

we become soiled, and we fall into sin 
 It is this sin that we need forgiveness 
 Although it is true that all our sins are forgiven once and for all, our request for forgiveness of sins really 

acknowledges who God is and His holiness.  It recognizes that we have offended God and have strained our 
relationship with Him. 

 It also acknowledges how much we need God and our dependence on Him 



LIFE and CGYG Fellowship Study 12 - Matthew 6:7-15 July 6
th

, 2012 

 

 

 
6. The latter half of the fifth petitions states “as we forgive our debtors”.  Why is this an essential condition in our request for 

forgiveness from the Father? (cf. v.14-15; Eph. 4:32, Col. 3:12-13; Matt. 18:21-35) 
- Eph 4:32, Col. 3:13 

o Just as God has forgiven us through Christ, we should also forgive others 
o This is a testament of the Christian who has received forgiveness of sins through Christ in that he will also forgive others 
o A Christian’s heart should be transformed such that he offers the same mercy and forgiveness that he himself has received 

from God 
- Matt 18:21-35 (Parable of the Unmerciful Servant) – IF TIME PERMITS 

o Summary 
 There was a master who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  One servant was brought to him that owed a 

large sum of money (ten thousand talents – represents an un-payable debt).  Since the debt was not payable, the 
master ordered that everything including the servant’s household be sold as payment.  The servant then begs for 
mercy and patience for repayment, and the master, out of pity, not only gives patience, but forgives the servant’s 
debt entirely. 

 This servant then goes out and finds one of his fellow servants that owes him 100 denarii (not an insignificant 
amount, but in comparison to the ten thousand talents, it was relatively small) and demands payment.  The fellow 
servant begs for mercy and patience, but the servant refuses and puts his fellow servant in prison until the debt is 
paid. 

 When the master hears about this, he summons the servant and has him jailed until the debt is paid. 
o v.33 – “should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?” 
o v.35 – “So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from the heart” 
o Recognize that the sin a brother or sister has committed against us so small in comparison to the sins that we have 

committed against our heavenly Father. 
o We often fail to see and recognize the own sin in our life before point out the sin in others 

 
7. The sixth petition (v.13) reads “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”.  What do we acknowledge about 

temptation, Satan, and God?  (James 1:13-15; 1 Cor. 10:13; 1 Jn. 4:4) 
- Do not lead us into situations where we would be tempted by Satan 
- We need to acknowledge that God is the one that will deliver us and that we cannot do it on our own 
- James 1:13-15 

o v.13 – “Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God’, for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he 
himself tempts no one.” 

 God does however lead us into situations where we are liable to be tempted 

 A man’s steps are from the Lord – Prov. 20:24 
 Example of Jesus being led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan – Matt. 4:1 

o Note that it is Satan  that is doing the tempting and not God, for we are praying to be delivered from it 
- 1 Cor. 10:13 

o God will deliver us and always provides a way to escape 
- 1 Jn. 4:4 

o The one who is in us (God), is greater than the one who is in the world (Satan) 
- Martin Luther - “Temptation is the best school into which the Christian can enter; yet, in itself, apart from the Grace of God, it is so 

doubly hazardous, that this prayer should be offered every day, ‘Lead us not into temptation,’ or if we must enter into it, ‘Lord, deliver 
us from evil.’” 

- Charles Spurgeon – “I wish to say that although God does not tempt men—that is affirmed in Scripture and reason—and by God’s 
own Character—though all prove it to be fact, yet He may, and certainly does, lead us into positions in His Providence, where it is 
absolutely certain that we shall be tempted! And therefore, our consciousness of weakness should compel us to plead for escape from 
the terrible contest—and deliverance out of it—if come, it must.” 

- Some contemporaries including D.A. Carson view this passage as a litotes 
o A figure of speech consisting of an understatement in which an affirmative is expressed by negating its opposite 
o This is no small problem = big problem 
o Not bad = very good 
o Not uncommon = frequent 
o Not unattractive = good looking 
o Acts 21:39 – “I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no ordinary city. Please let me speak to the people” 
o John 6:37, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away” – means “I will 

certainly keep all who come to me.” 
o So “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” – would mean lead us into righteousness 
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The Lord’s Prayer serves as the model in which we as Christians should pray.  Our prayers are to be first and foremost focused on the glory 
and honour of God through His name, His kingdom, and His will.  This focus allows us to approach our Father who is in heaven with reverence 
and with confidence knowing full well that we are His children and as His children, we are utterly dependent on him for all our daily needs, 
for forgiveness of sins, and for deliverance from evil. 

Take some time this week to examine your own prayer life. 

- Does your prayer life need to be less self-centered and more God-centered?   
- Have you sincerely prayed to your Father in heaven, that His name would be glorified, that His Kingdom would come, and that His 

will be done? 
- How do you respond in situations when you are tempted?  Do you seek deliverance from God or from yourself? 
- How is your prayer life and how is your relationship with God? 

 
 

 

 


